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1 Pet. 1. 24, 25. 

All fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory of man is as the 
flower of graſs; the graſs withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away; but the 2 of the Lord 
enduret for ever. And this is the Word which by 
the G oſpel is Preached unto you. 
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Firſt Sermon ; 
or; 19S * 
The abſolute nerrlley Oaſpel | 


| Duty, and Chriſtian practice of Repen- 
| rance , opened and applyed; ꝓy a 
Godly, Able, and F aithful Mi- 1 
niſter of leſus Chriſt. 4 
» Wherein is diſcovered what Repentance 4 
is, and alſo the great neceſſity thereof to Sal- 
vation: With the great folly and deſperate%y 
madneſs of all that delay and put off their 
# Repentance unto a Sick-bed, or Old-age. J 
*F;, Together with the great Benefit, Joy, and Com- 
ort that ſhqll be to the Souls of Fal thoſe that 
timely and truly repent. 


| ; 
| | [ he ſeventeenth Edition, with many Aaaitions . 


Mat. 4. 17. From that time Jeſus began to Preach, 
and to ſay repent , for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand. 

q \ Luke 13. 3. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all [ihewiſe 

8 . periſh. 
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Chriſt's Firft Glenn 


The abſolute Neceſſity, Duty, and Chri- 
ſtian Practice of Repe ntance. 
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As 15. 30, 3 1. The times of tis ignorades God 3 
wir ked at, dut now comtnandeth all men eve 
ry where to reyent: Becauſe ho hath aßpoint. 
ed a day, in which he will jidge the world in 
Rightecuſneſs. | 


Pe bleed Apoftie Wt, Pavl In 
theſe wozds,belobed,endeavoirs fo 


1 . takeoff the ſoperftifions Atheni- 


am from their Jooſatry, aud woz⸗ 
ſhiping of falle Gods; Gods of nber and gold 
which indeed are no Gods, but the wozk of 3 
mens hands: and this he doth , feck, by ens ea _* 
vouting to convince them ok their folly of 
their Jdolatry : And then ſecondly , in ping 


| defoze them tbe ＋ and goodurfs of Gd 
313 


— 


+" hs ft, Y — "_ 
Ms making; Mdv2eſer! 
I ' things tyetelg. God ſaith he in thefo2ego 
- verſes) i be world, and all things;eb 

andi it Lůrd der all, and gives ft lite andbreavy; 


and all chings, aud in him we all live, a ove, 
and hase bu being, and K is be th ſet 
the bounds of our Ha bitat ions. Therefo;e 
( ſaith be) pon need not think that the God- 
head is like unto gold, oz ſilver. z Cones, gra⸗ 
ven by art, oʒ mans devices, fo God is the Lozd 
both of heaven and earth. J. but ſay theſe Jdo- 


foze-fathers did, they wozſhiped ſuch Gods ag 
theſe , and we are of the lame Religion as our 
' foze-fathers were But laith the Apoſtle, this 
was done in ignozance, and ihe times of this 
ignozance God winked at; rour foze-fathers 


heard of Jeſus Chziftz but now, ſaith he, ChziE 
is pzeached, and the light of the Goſpel ſhines 
fozth in the wozld, therefoze now ye mu re⸗ 
pent and turn from theſe Idols, and ſerve he li⸗ 
' bing God, ow God commands all men every 
there to repent , although God in times paſt 


Now hath hs ſent us to pzeach Chꝛiſt unto pon, 


: 2 it was thzongh their ignozance and want of the 
13 knobw⸗ 


F the world a 


latozs, (like ſome now adaps) we did as dur 


had not the light of the Goſpel , thep never |. 


ſofered all nations to walk in their bun ways: 


that pou ſhould turn from theſe banities , and 
ſet vs the living God. Af pour foze-fathers ſined, 
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"Chrif ; Semin. 
knowledge ofJeſus Gd2it3<vcit; vou fla 1 
gu amin your dolatry,it — — | 
and Gad will be revenged an yon:Irthe waz os 
vou map obſerve theſe four thing: Mirſt a duty 
tom manded and that is Nepentante W*condiy, | 
the commander, and that is God, God command * 
«th; Thir: ly, the perſons to whom ibis comond 
is enjopned and that is all men; e vero were; 
bigh and low, rich and poo. Alkiþg/wo; lovers 
Fourthly, and laſtly. the time wen, and that 
is now, now God commandeth all men eveiy © 


where to repent, now in theſe times of hes Go 


ſpel: lo day, if you will hear his y01-e:faity G 
in ?ſal. 95. 7 From the woꝛds thus opened, A 
ſhall give thee theſe four p2actcal obſervatipyds 
The firſt is this; That Bepentanco is a nba 
and neceſſary duty commanded by God: De⸗ 
condy, that ebery maa and woman in the wozig 


is bound torepeat. Thirdly, thzethe Dodrine 


of the Goſpel is a Dacrine of-Repontance, It 
was 'Chzifts firſt Sermon, as pou map ſe, Mar, 
4. 16. Jeſus began to preach, audi ſay,; Repen-. 
Fourthly and laſtly, oblerbe from theſe wo; de, 
that God erpects moꝛe, and looks toꝛ moꝛe from: 
men under the Goſpel, then fo2- thoſe who ne⸗ 
ber heard of the Goſpel. - Theſe: four obſerva; 
tions are all of them very clear from the warte 
of the Text: A hall only therefoze give you ſome 
n Larter pꝛofs of _ from Scriptute ard 
5 4 lo 
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dia funde pzactienl uſes, which J hall endea⸗ 
' Honr by Gods afſiftance, to apply home unta 
your ſouls : 1 Well therefoze jopn the two nt 
+. obſerdations into ons intire pꝛopoſition, thus: 
That repentance is « needful and neceſiary du 
ty commanded by God, and that every man and 
woman in the wozld is bound to repent : Excepd 
1 Chia, Luk. x 3. 3.) ye ſhall all 
- periſh. And 2 Pet. 3.9.God is not willing that any 
| ſhould perifh,but that all fhould come to tepen. 
= tance;As I live(faith the Lozd,E2.33.11.)1 have 
m pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways,for why will ye dye, 


Kingdom of heaven is 3x hand, And (0 likewiſs 
in Acts 2,33.Repent and be baptized every one 
of you, ia the name of Jeſus Chriſt, ſor the remiſs 
fion of (ins. Repentance is needful foz all,there 
are none lo wile, none ſo learned, none ſo holy, 
but and in need of repentance. In many things 
(ſaithS. James) we fio all, Jam. 3,2, And Rom. 74 
23. Allhave finned.Boting ones have fined, and 
therefo:e have nied to repent,and that betimes, 
Tet as D.Paul ſaith, Heb, 13. 3. Through the de» 
ceitfulneſs of fin their hearts be bardned, At 
they 
can 


4 | gedfo; young ones, ros it's the belt courſe 


— Wo firſt oblervetions , and from thence I ſhall 


O houſe of Iſrael. And Mar. 3. 2. Repent, ſor che 
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7. better ariderffaaving of this great and neceſſe- 


9 hrifts fr Sermon. Le 
can take, as Solomon lait h, Eecl, 12. . Fo rd Y 
ber their Creator in the days of theit youth ao 
not to pat of repentance unto old age, oz the 
death⸗ bed, fo; then it may be tos late. F0:9ls 
thoagh tr ue repentance is ne det tw late, pet late 

pentancs is ſel dam true. Jt iaa good obfers 
on of a holy man, aii h þe nx of the res 
pentant thief,God ſaved one at the [aft heur,that 
none might defÞpair and but ona, that none mighs 
preſume. Thou that wilt no! repent when thou 
mayſt, it me be God wlll not give ties time to 
repent hereafter, when thon wouldeſt : Poet 
thon think to vo that (a thy old-age, which thou 
wilt not ds in thy ? Canft thou do that in 
ons hour on the death-ded , which thou art not 
able to do ſulficiently all thy life time } and 
then likewiſe old men habe need of repentance, 
they Sade lived a long time in dn, and babe 
long enovgh, pes, too tos long negleced repen- 
tance : Young men map dyeſoon, but old men 
cannot lite long, therefoze bothyold and poung 


; | bave need to repent , that they map receive ths 


remiſſion of their fins, Mark, 1.4. And foz pour 


rp duty of repentaice, I ſhall a littte be rou 
what it is, and that brit. Repentance is of 
two ſo2ts,vither teal and unfeigned;o2 elſe ſiem · 
ing and hypocritteal:f@mtng repentance, that's 
common to wicked men, ano is altogether — 
Lat, 
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4 Chriſt's firſtiSermon, 
gal, ariſing from the acculations of their one 
Conſcience, luch a Repentance as this , was gr 
that of Judas; and then there is a real and un⸗ a1 
feigned Repentavce;which doth pꝛoperlo belong pt 
to the -Godlp;z. and this is likewiſe of two] y 
ſozts, Legal, and Evangelical: Legal Repen⸗ pi 
tance that cames from the Law, giving us the j, 
fight of our ſins; and our miſer by ſin:the Law | 
48 our School-maſter' to bzing us to Chziſt,| xc 
Gal. 3. 24. But Thangelical Kepentance, that] ſa 
ſpꝛings from faith in Chziſt, and carries out the 5. 
ſoul unto Chaiftin oppoſition to every ſin, and] (þ 
to a fozſakingof every evil way. Repentance * 
then J all thus delcribe; J ſa) Repentance is g 
agift of God, by which a believing ſinner being + of 
caſt down in the ſight and ſence of his own ſins, 
doth utterly foꝛſake and abho2 all his fozmer | x; 
evil ways, and turns to the Lo2d with a perfect | 9. 
heart. 1 
Jſay it is the gift of Sod, that which comes 2 
from God,andgot from nature, it's a flower ne- | 1 
ver grew in natures garden, neither birth noz | w 
bzeeding , neither art noz learning, no2 any} a 


other ſnblunary power 02'qualifications is able it 
to get Repentance : true Repentance comes þ 
from above : Every godd and perfect gift (ſaith: | 2 
t. James comes. from above, Jam, 1. 17. Gꝛaace te 
doth not grow here below, hut comes down tt! 
from the — of lights. The Apoſtles, Acts 4 Fx 


. re 


©, Chiiflsfirſt Setibi6h. "0 
18: glozified God, that toths*Genciles be had 
granted repentance unto tife Kor entance is tde 
quickaing of u dead (ont 7 and therefoꝛe mus 
be the ac ok pim wos is the giver of ail like. 
VVe are all of us by nature dead ia (ins and tre ſu 
paſſes, as it is Ef — K — Nat urs 
is no moe able to petto: tus grace, 
10! then a dead per! nige ee able to do un 

it. ad of Nature. They that Ive in fin (as St. Pub 
It] caith of the widow that lives in plealure, 1 Tim. 
de 5. are dead while they live. Repeiſtar c then is 
nd the giſt of God, Act. 1 1. 8. God granted repen- 
ce! tance ur to ſiſe S in 1 Tim. 2.25. The Mini⸗ 
is gers of God are required to inſtruct thoſe that 
* oppoſe themlelves with meeknels, if God per- 
adventure will gide them repentance to the ac- 
er | knowledging of the truth, that they may reco- 
Cl | ver themlel ves dut ok the ſnares of the debil. At 
is ſaid of Chiſt, AR. 5. 3 1. Ho is exalted to be 
a prince and a Savicur, to give repentance unto 
Iſrael. Faith and Repentance are lupernatural 
3 | wozks,and we may as well create new heavens' 
and a new earth,asto do theſe ads ofour (elves: 
e it is God alone that wozks them in our hearts 
s | by the etkicatious operations of his Spirit, 
þ | 2 Cor.3.5. VVeare not ſufkeclent of our ſclyes. 
te think any thing as of our ſolves, but it is God 
I | thatworketh in us, both to will and to do, of his 
*. | gocd pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. 

* Secondly, 
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| | Secondly, Nepentancs is a change, felt of th; 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


heart, then of the whole man; there muff be q 
nelp heart and a na w hand, a nein life, and 4 
new head: all things muſt be new where Re⸗ 
pentancs is. If any man be in Chriſt (ſaith the 
Apoſtls) 1 Cor;g417.)be is a new creature. Res 
pentance makes a man A new man, and it is 
oily in the power of Sod to renew our þearts, 
neither Angels noz men'are able to do it. In 
Jer. 1. 18, 19. (aith Ephraim. Turn thou me, 
and I ſhal/ke turned, for thou art the Lord my 
Gon. Sarely after that I was turned I repented, 
and after I was infiruted, I ſmote upon my 
th:gh, I vas aſhamed, yea, even confounded, be- 
cavſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. Pere | 
is tbe character of a trus Repentant, it is the 
L 03d that muſt change our hearts; it is be ouly 
that mu gide us new hearts, and take from us 
theſe hearts of Cone, it is the Lozd that muſt 
reh us out of ths ſnares of the Devil , and 
caſt down the ſtrong holds of ſin to us, f God de 
not turn us, wwe ſhall never be turned. After thot 
] was turned, I tepented, ſaith Ephraim. But J 


pzocecd in the deſcription of Repentance. 

- It's agift of God J ſap, wherobp a believing 
Anner turns from all his Cns,unto God; I ſap, ! 
a believing nner, becauſe Faith mult firſt pze- ' 
cede and go befoꝛe repentance,fo2 none can tru- | 
ly repent, but he mu firſt believe : there 15 
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the Chrifts firſt Sermon, 1 
28 q| be in a inner, tdat which wo call legal Ne pen. 
q| tance, which may canſe a inner to fall ont with 

:e.| dis ans, and it may be to loath them with a kind 
the] of deteftation: It's poſſiblea wicked man mae 
repent that over þs kuew What ſin meant, 02 * 
ig] that ever he had todo with un; all this may bo, 
to, and pet no trus vepontance , becauſe no tens 
tn faith; fo true repentance caalos a hatred of ſin, 
ne, | as it is difpleaſing to God, ac well as hurtfal to 
\-| our ſelves; yea, he hates ſin as hell, yea, -wozſe 
# | then hell it fe, which cannot be in an unbeties 
y| ding ſoul, It cannot be donied,dut that Kepante 
e, | ance is a ſaving gtace: and if ſo, then nummm 
vo | partake of this ſaving grace, titths be fteſt u⸗ 
de nited unto Chzift the fountain of all grace: (6 
[p| then faith mul nens be befoze Repentanes. 
us] Decondly, Where trus Ropentaace is, therg 
1] (5 8 change wzought in the whole man, and a 
d furning firff to our ſelves : @econdly, to God 2 
Add thirdly, fo man. An unrepentant nmr (9 
«| ontofhimſetf: and, he is not only out of h 
I way, but out his wits : Jt Lak. 13. 17. Whey 
the Pzodigal came to himſelf, be ſa id ; Farher I 
9 have ſinned; This is tho ſirſt c q to ropentance; 
, | leif-returning. Secondly, Repentonce is ats. 
turning to God, If thou win return, O 1Iſrechſairfh 
,; the Lord, return unto me, Jer. . 1. E he grate ob 
| Repentance is ſatably expaeſlod by this ad of 


refutning to God, and ther who did not repent; 
aro 


* 
. 
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rte laid not to tum to God: Aus 4,4; 


Chriſts fiſt Sermon, 


God ſaith 5! Norwith{tanding I have given you 


voumet returned; morwithtandios I have withe 
dolden tbe rainfaged you, and ſntenrou with 
blaſtingi and lect e 300108 


Peſtilence:; nt ir hſtunding & bave lain your] 


young men hy th fwordgandoverthrown ſome 


o! il overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, by 1! 


ſirt yet have you not returned to me, (aith the 


L0zd:Repentance is a turning from im ta Gab! 


in tum men from God, andd;aws the ſou} 
into the waps of: death, Jam. 5 4. A man/ig 
dꝛaton awap of his own luſts and enticed,dzawg! 
away from God and from the truth ot God, be 
when once Re pentance comes, he turns back ay 
gain: he changes his mind then und abho2s bim- 
(elf.fo: what he hath done, Job 42.6. 1 abhor my 
tell and repent(faith lob) in dutt and »ſher, The 
Pzodigel was -bzawn away from his fatbers 
donſe thꝛaugb bis uon Iuſts; and pet at laſt he 
returned, ür ta bimſelf, ſecondiꝑ to his fathery 
Luke 15. 17. V Mhen be came to himiſelt he ſaich 
Iwill ariſe andtgoti my; father y and ſay unto 


him, Father, I have Gnoed againſt he ven, ind be. 


fore thee, and am no more worthy to be called 


thy ſon Sinners are ſaid to be mad, but repens 


tante bzings men to their right wits 8gain;every; | 


impenitent nner is a mad man, s meer To 
Am; 
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Chilis firſt Sermon, | 
lam; who but a mad man will run himſelf 
wil fully into the fire, as everywicked.man doth, 
de runs headlong to deſtructon but repentance 
turus men krom this mabuefs, As 16. 18. 
it is talled, A turning of men from darkneſs to 
liehe, and from che power of Sam unto God. 
Din is a darkness, and when men um they 
know not what ide do, but Repentance en⸗ 
Jgbtens men, and ſets them #t-4iberty. + In 
Acts 20. 20. Nepentance and turningitd God are 
pul together „ they are one and the laute, the 
ons cannot be withont the other; dat itiis not 
any tuming that doth this, but it ta aturniug ot 
| the jubgement,ad'/atvrningdftheibill dnd/afs 
feotons, and ſo that nien are turnad re c=rried 
— | whvlls: from ſin and wickednels unto God, 
Joel 3. 12. Tura unto me ſalth God) wich all 
your hi art: It ite with a pitte Itus nothing 
Wozth; it is altogether deceitfal. 2 
20 hirdlo, Repentante is a tmn ing - to men 
u muſt not be aſhsmed to achww'ege aut 
Aunltu. one to anot her, Jem. 5. 187 Conteſs your 
7 | fils)ene. to anothe rz ard pray one ſot not ł et: 
to If wr pave done up. wong, mr vugbt to ac- 
en Vaowwledg it. 38 igfuchen, thit:Kepeatancs 
off | Hows tom. Falch in Jeſus Chaiſt, and turns 
„ men feom ſin unto God; then J. obſerve that 
wv; ihert ate many in the wozld, whe av vet never 
d. unt what true Nepentance meant ch, becouſs 
„5177 thep 
n: 


mn 
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Chrifts frſt Sermon, 


ther are yet in unbelicf,and without faith, with 


aut which ſhere cen be no repentance:Pen mgy 


| xy bitterly, and humble themſel bes in Sack- 


cloath and atbes, as Ahab did: men may have 
the hozrour of Hell in their conſciences , as Jus 
das had: Pen may refozm as many things that 
are amiſs, as Herod did, and pet being anbe- 
Lievers,they are if in the efate of impeneten- 
ty: It is an infalible demonſtration, that they 


don of their ſins , who dare pzeſume to take q 
liberty to ia, o; delight themſelves in any ſin 
whatſoever; they that truly believe cannot, date 
not allow themſelves in any fin,foz as faith pu⸗ 
rifies the heact , ſo faith and repentance keeps 
the heart pars, and makes the conſcience ten- 
der, and the moze pute the heart is, the moze 

Will it abſtain from all things that are evil. 
Then Secondly, Js Repentance tho gift and 
grace of God, whereby a bolieving ſinner being 
humbled undet the fight and lencs of his ſins, 
doth truly turn to God- Then we map obſervs, 
that where true repentancs is, there is alls hu- 
miliation foz n. It is not posible that ever 
aay ſaul Gould truly repent , thet is not truly 
bumbled and cat down in the Kgbt and ſonce of 
þis fins. Tura unto me(ſaith the Lo2d) with all 
your heart, with faſting , with weeping, and with 
mou ning, Joel 2. 12. The Ninlvites when they 
re 


never pet taſted of the love of God in the ned 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. a 
repented, they humbled themſslves from the 
bigheT to the loweſt : and this alla ſhews us 
that the greateft part of men and women in the 
wozldinever pet trulp repented , becauſe they 
were never pet truly hambled: It is not every 
kind of lo: row ' that wazks Repentance , but as 
it is in 2 Cor:7.10, Os ly godly ſortow worketh 
repentance never to be 7epented of. And as there 
may be a counterfetited repentance, ſo there ma? 
be a cornterfeit humiliatian: The ſigns and 
warcks of tric humiliation are theſe, Firſt, 
he loul that is truly humbled fog fin, is bery 
free in confeſſion of ſin:and the Scriptures tell 
us, that thoſe that have been moſt humblcd 
fo; ſin, have been freeft tn the confeſſton of their 
ſino ; ag D vid, Nchemiah, Job and others, Pal. 
51.3. ſaith David,! acknowledge my tranſgreſ- 
1107, and my lin is evt beſore me. And this con⸗ 
fellion of fin will be in (ome mealure luitable to 
our humiliation:ił our ſozrow fo; ſin be lincere, 
our confeſſion will be ſo too: therekoze all theſe 


wbo are leſs afraid to commit fin then thep are 


aſhamed to confeſs ſin , were never ret tral» 
humbled fo2 ſin, neither ſhall their ſouls reap 
any benefit by it P:ov. 28,13, He that covereth 
his fins, ſh3]l not pi oiper, but whofo conteſſeth 
and forſa keth them, ſhall fad mercy. They that 
wil not find out their ſins to confeſs them, to be 
lute one dap oz other their uns (hall lind them 
| B out 


f Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
out fo tozment them : if un find us nat out in 
youth,it will find us out in age: it it find us not 
vont in health, pet it will find us out in fickneſs, 
if it find us not ont in lie, pet it will find us ont 
in death: if it find us not out in death, pet it 
will find us ont after death in the dap of judg⸗ 
ment: either one time oz other our fins will 
find ns out, Numb, 25.33, Your ſins(ſaith God) | 
ſhall find you out. | 
Secondly, godly ſozrow- and hamiliation fo: 
ſin, cauſeth the ſoul that is humbled ntterlp to 
logth, and abhoz,and hate un: Ezek. 20. 43. Ye 
ſhall remember your ways & your doings wheres | 
in you have been defiled, & you ſhall loath your 
ſelves in your own light, for al your evil that you 
have commited. Sin is odious and hatefal to 
an humble ſoul : I abhor every falſe way(ſa(th ' 
David )Rivers of tears run down mine eyes be- 
þ cauſe men keep not thy law, Pſal. 119. 164.136. 
— {| Fature may teach a man to loath ſin in others, 
baut its only grate g; teaches us to abhoz d in in 
dur ſelves, When judah, Gen. 8. 24. heatd that 
bdis daughter Thamar had played the harlot, be 
- + p;eſently caſt ſentence of beath upon per: bring 
ber forth (ſaith be) that ſhe may be burned: But 
= when be ſaw by the pledges that the ſin was his 
own, judah was then f{lent, no moze talk of 
burning her then. A ſoul Fulp humbled will 
pate in where los ver it is;eſpecially 9 own |, 
ome +7 | 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. 3 
boſom: men will flie from venemous e burtfa' 
creatures whereſoever they ate, eſpecially i 
they be near them, becauſe they art then in moſt 
danger to be burt bp them : all the ins of the 
wozld cannot da a ſoul ſo much purt as bis own 
Sins: then they p do not hate ſin in themſelves, 
are nat truly humbled ſoz Sin. | 
 Thirdly;he that is truly þumbled,is willing 
to take ſhame to himſelf, the humble Sinner is 
willing to be aſhamed of his folly:Ezek.16.63+ 
That thou mayeft remember and be aſhamed & 
never open thy mouth more, when I am pacified 
2 thee for all that thou haſt done, ſalth the 

020. 

Faurthly, a truly humble ſoul will be wil- 
ling to receive the wozd of God with all readf-' 
neſs : what's the reaſon men are no moze hum» 
ble foz Sin? Surely this, becauſe they defpile oz 
neglec the good woꝛd of God, which is f onelp 
means to get humilitp : the humble penitent 
ſoul,is the moſt tradable teachable (onl in the 
wozld,and he above all other is willing to im⸗ 
bzace the woꝛd of Gad. 

Fifthip,a ti ue humble (onl is ready and wil- 
ling to put in pꝛactice all theſe duties Which he 
bath fozmerlp learned out of the wozd of God. 
When Paul was once truly pumbled, he confer. 
red not anp longer with fleſh and blod , but 
laping aſide all.carnal reaſonings, goes on tho» 
| B 3 row!y 


| Chriſis firſt Sermon. 
Fwlp in his wozks of pꝛeaching the Goſpel, 
Gal. 1. 16. Thus pou map (ee that where true 
''xepentance is, there is alſo a true humiliation, 
and ſozrob fo; ſin : then every one learn to be 
humble, and that berimes : foz as women, the 
[| longer they are ere they bʒing koꝛth childzen þ 
parder is their Laboz * even ſo, they that put off 
repentance to old age, muff exped the ſozer tra⸗ 
vel. Lamentably are they miſtaken who put 
off their repentance ts their old age: is it like⸗ 
| Ip that the pains and weakneſte of old age will 
| be any advantage oz caſe to thy repentance * 
| Rev.16. 19. its laid, that at the pouring forth of 
che fourth viol when God ſmote the inhabitants 
of the carth with a ſcorching heat,that they blaſ: 
phemed the name of God & repented not. Its a 
wokul thing to put off repentance to a paineo 
body, oz to a ſick bed:pa in in its own nature fits 
rather to blalpheme t turn from God, then to 
return to God; and its very common that ſick 
perſons either repent not at all, oz if they do, 
at the beſt their repentance is but a ſickly Re- 
pentance ; ſickneſs doth only abate and reſfrain 
the power ofmens lus, it never deſtrops the 
life of Sin, death it ſelf cannot kill ſin ; wicked 
mens ſins live when they are dead, the grave 
cannot conſume them, hnoz the fire of hell ; the 
ſinsof unbelievers remain not onelp in their 
guilt hut in their power to all eternity. 
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turn from the commands of Sin t Satan unto 


from hatred and eavy,"toLove ': the Tree that 
bears not good faut will be hewen down ar d 


ill fruit. J beſeech pe therefoze biethꝛen in the 
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Chriſts firſt — 
Is it lo then, that repentance is a furni 
from fin unto God; then Jobler ve, that there 
can be no true repentance where ſin is delighe⸗ 
ed in: he that lives in the loves pzaciſe of anp 
un ktioweth not what repentance meaneth, ko: 
repentance takea off the heart from the lobe of 
ſin, und wozks it fo lach a diſlike of ſin, that it 
abhoꝛs the very occaſion cf win; if Din comes 
and tells a gracions yenitent ſonl of the pꝛoflta 
and pleaſures of Sin, O (dith a gracious heart 
the ſweetneſs will p2vve bitterneſs in the lat» 
ter end. True-reyentarce takes off the heart 
from all Sin as tre'l (me1l az great, not from 
ſome felo Sins but from £1! Sin fo {be 5 turns 
not ftom all, turns from none nn end Lat 
is not enough to turn from ail Sin hut we inti 


the commands of God: from woꝛlidlinefs, to 
beavenly mindeaneſs : from Pzive to humilit: 


caſt into the Fire ; as well as the Tree 5 bears 


bowels of mercy, foꝛ the Lozds lake J intreat 
ederyone of pou that deſire to be ſaved, that 
pon would turn awap from all yonr inigutties, 
and that lpeedilp, leſt vour repentance be too 
late: And to this end, be carnsft'with God by 
Þ;ayer, fo2 the aſſifFance of his ſpirit in $ ſub- 

B 3 duing 


| Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
duing of thy Sins,and caſt thy ſelf wholly upon 
W/the Lo2d. 

Every true Penitent is wholly theLozds,the 
 defire of his loul is to God, and to the remem- 
bzance of his name: with his Seul he deſires 
| God in the Night : and with his Spirit within 
bim, he ſeeketh the Lozd in the mozning, /ſa. 
32s. 8, 9. He is now a conſtant ſniter at the 
| thzone of Gate, and with full purpoſe of heart 
|| bs cleaves ts God, +10ves the place where his 
| honour dwels,Pſalm 26. 8. All his deſire is to 
know moze of God, and how be map lobe him 
moze and ſerve him better: the ſerbice and ſer- 
*| vants of God, how joyful are they to his ſonl- 

De takes all oppoztunities of doing good, be 
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| Kkeps bis Feart with all difigence,x the door of 
bis lips that he offend not with his tongue, Pſa, 
39.1. Pis heart is enflamed with þ lobe of God, 
_- / thathe endeavours with all his might to fhew 
. {| fozth the pzaiſes of the Lozd. By which it ap⸗ 
| pears, that afurning to God, is not barely a 
turning from Sin,bat a pꝛactiſing of good, 4 a 
walking up2ightly befoze the Lozd in all well- 
* pleaſing, all our days. 2 | 
i As it ſo then that repentance is needful and 
+ 4; abſolutely necefary fo; all perſons - in what a 
fad condition then are the greateſt part of men 
und women in the wozld, who as pet are as far 
krom true repentance,as light is from darkneſs 
| and 
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ChriRs firſt Seanon. 
and pet poo; ſouls, they ſmooth themſelbes up 
with this conceit,thatGod is morcifnl and theo 
hope to be ſaved as well as the beit, + tþep thank 
Gon all is well with them : and yet notwith- 
fFanding they never tepented of their (ins: true 
repentance is a Gzace almoſt ont of faſhion in 
| theleſelf-conceited times, wherein mens minds 
are ſo much running after novelties and oat- 
| _ward fozmalities:but the power of holineſe, & 
the doqrine of repentance and ſelf-moztificati- 
on, theſe are not minded: nap, by many are ac 
counted Legal,and altogether nzxdleſe, 


| There are thzee ſozts of people that J hall 
x habe occaſion to (peak of in the uſe of this 


Point: amd the firſt are ſuch as altogetber abs 
hoz repentance, the ſecond are ſuch as although 
they acknowledge repentance is needful , and 
neceCCary fo2 others, pet think that thep them- 
ſelbes have no need of it: and the third ſozt are 
ſuch as do confeſſe, that repentance is nedfal 
eben fo: themſelves, 8s well as others, but wot 
yet : its time enoagh hereafter, there's no ſuch 
haft of it. And Jhope in the handling of theſe 
thzee ſozts ofperſons, J hall make it appear 
that repentance is needful and neceſſary at all 


ee eee nn —— 


times, fo; all ſozts. Having dons this, J tall 
remove (ome lets that hinder men from repen⸗ 
tance,and ſo give pou ſome ſew motives to ſtir 
you np to repentance =" then to wind up al 
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. Chriſts fiſt Sermon. 


in a few woꝛds of Application. 


J begin with the firſt of theſe, thoſe that abho2 
repentance : and they ate wilfnl Sinners, ſuch 
as go on in Sin, and make it their trade to Sin: 
wilkul, deſperate , and diſlolute II 2etches : 


that langh at tepentance, who ceclare their fn |:ta 


as Sodom did, and hide it not, Iſ2, 3. 9. Who 
will not be bzought to abandon their Wicked | 


wars, but go on ſtill in ſwearing and cur⸗ 


ſing , Lying and Blaſpheming , Mozedome, 


Dzunkennels, and all ancleanneſs , and that 


With greedineſſe, as ths Apoſtle ſaith : V Vho 
mock at faith & repentance, as thoſe ſcoffets did 
in 2 Pet. 3. 4. Theſe are they as S. Peter ſaith 
2 Pet, 2. That walk after the fleſh in che luſt of 
uncleanneſs, and count it pleaſure to riot in the 
day time; whoſe ey es axe full of adultery, that 
cannot ceaſe from fin, O but the latter end of 
theſe men 18 worſe then their beginn ng. Hob 
map wicked wjetches are there, that Live as if 
they had made a covenant with death 4 bell, & 
were at an agreement with þ grabe, oho had ra- 
ther hazard their ſon's then leave their ſins, who 
as if there were neither heaven noꝛ hell, run on 
from one din to another. Come (ſap they) we 
will fetch wine and fill our ſelves with ſtrong 
drink & to morrow ſhall be as this day, & much 
more abundant. But in Iſa. 56. 12. wo unto them 
(ſaith the Pꝛophet) chey have rewarded evil to 

ttem- 


you, then theſe ſweet mozſelsof ſin which bade 


Chriſts fi ft Sermon. 
themſelves. Yow little do theſe men think, that 
God will one day wound þ hairy ſcsIp of ſach as 
go on in fin- and thar tribulation & wrath, in- 
dignation and anguiſh, ſſiall be upon every ſoul 
that doth evil, Rom. 2. 9. Let men light repens 
tance neber ſo much; a time will come when 


| thep Chall repent, but that to late, even in hell 


re foz ever: Foz lin muſt be repented of, if not 
on earth, vet in bell:t if you will not loath pour 
companions in fin here,pou Gall loath them in 
hell bereafter, pour pot compantons, and pour 
harlot companions ſhall Loath one another in 
hell : then theſe bloody Wonnds ſhall bleed 
which you have given pour louls in the daps of 
your jollity and p2ire, and in the times of pour 
deſperate impieties: when nothing but wzath 
and-hozrour of conſcience hall appear befoze 


been ſwest as honey to your Luffful appetites, 
ſhall be bomited up as the bittereſt and Loaths 
ſomeſt things in the woꝛld. Confider this all ye 
that forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces and 
there be none to deliver you, Pſ. 50. 22. Be wWil- 
ling to fozſake pour fins, foz Sin and the Soul 


muſt part, oz elle hell and the (on! ſhall met tos . 


gether : The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 
all the Nations that forget God, Pſalm 9. 17. O 
that you would ſeriouſlp lap theſe things to 
heart , and now, even in this pour = 
IS at 


- what ſin mean oz they that think they hade 


Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
that you would know the things Þ belong m 
to pour evectaſfing peace; To day if you wil 
hear my voice (ſaith God in the 95.Pſa.) harde 
not your heair, Slight not.ſcozn no t,reſiſt no 
the good woꝛd ol God that invites pou to repen 
tance, but bzeak off pour ſins by repentance, ani 
turn to God in righteonſneſſe. f 

And now fo2 the (econd (o2t 5 and they arg, 
luch as think they need no repentance : ane 
they are either ſuch as are mozally civil , andy; 
honeſt befoze men, oz elſe fozmal and hypocritign; 
cal pzofeffozs, who ſeem to be, and are nof,wh {4 
pzofeſſe God with their lips, but deny him injy4e, 
their lives; O thep habe no need of repentance nag 
they are no d2unkards, no; ſtwearers 3 noz (uchi,, 
like: Go iI thank thee (ſaid the pzond Phari· ia q 
ſie) I am not as other men axe, extortioners, us hett 
jult, Luke 18.11. Thelſe are ſnch as pzofeſle Godhy on 
and know muc hot the mind of God, and there. un 
foze have no need of repentance, they are qu il· need 
ty of no flas to repent ot: But of theſe it mager 
be laid as Pete: ſaid of Elimas the ſoꝛceroz, Adi 
x3, 10. That they are full of all ſubtilty, & ent 
mies to all righteouſneſs, who never yet kne 
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Ans left to ropent of, its a clear argument that | 

they never yet truly repented themſelves of anyhy in 

one ſin at all but that thep are Cill in þ gall ofh;,z 

bitternelle, and in the bond of iniquity : Fo tin 
re? 


ow 


8 
'P 
' 
14 


Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
un entance is a continued act , anda grace that 
wilkaſt have its daily operation, as faith and love 
dent continue, ſo muſt repentance : when once 
le rocky beart of a ſinner is ſmitten bo God, 
Ute water of repentance will continaally flat, 
WMcere repentance cannot content themſelbes 
{th one act oz two of repentance:bnt they muff 
THi(ly renew their repentance : foz un will re- 
"Aw, lo mult repentance ; renewed uns mu 
Rave renewed Repentance, till we have done 
timing (and that will not be till we. have done 
Miving) we muſt not have done repenting: it 
mere be a leak in the (hip, the Mater mut he 
ce gumpt out, elle the Chip is in danger of linking. 
iche are lea king beſſels all of us, yea the delf of 
tiqu un leaks in daily, and is renewen daily, and 
"there mult be ihe pump of repentance to carry 
"It ont daily. elſe our ſonls will be in danger of 
eAnking. And foz the other (0zt who think they 
il heed no repentance, they are pure mozal honeſt 
nen, who Live in a courſe of cidility, and take 
(tir x ennp to be as white as any others, theſe 
Sie as good as the beſt, and thorefoze habe no 
d to de any better: they are not deſperatelp 
tked as manp are, thep are noblaſphemers, 
m0; dznnkards,they go to Church and give ede⸗ 
Wi ina bis dae, and ars loving to their Neigh- 
des, and what needs any moze. Its true,thefs 
J things are neceſſary, 4 are required in g Coos 
; ian; 
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- what ſin mean, Ao they that think thep hade x 
Aus left to ropent of, its a clear argument that 


Chriſts firſt Sermon, 

that you would know the things ß belong un 
to pour evectaffing peace; To day if you wil, 
hear my voice(ſaith God in the 95.Pſa.) harden 
not your heait. Slight not.ſcozn no t, xeſiſt no 
the good wozd ol God that indites pou to reper 
tance, but bzeak off pour ſins by repentance, a 
turn to God in righteonfneſe. | 

And now fo2 the lecond ſozt; and they ard, 
luch as think they need no repentance : an 
they are either ſuch as are mozally civil , ani 
honeft befoze men, oz elſe fozmal and hypocriti 
cal pzofeffozs, who ſeem to be, and are not, w 
pzofeſſe God with their lips, but deny. him ere 
their li ves; O thep habe no need of repentance, | 
they are no d2untards, no; ſtwearers 3 noz (uch,, 3 
like: Go1 | thank thee (ſaid the pzond Phariq,, gi 
ſ&) I am not as other men are, extortioners, usghete 
jult, Luke 18.11. Thele are ſnch as pꝛołeſſe Golf; qu 
and know much-of the mind of God and there 
fo2e have no need of repentance, thep are guilh, 
ty of no flas to repent of: But of theſe it maker 
be ſaid as Petet ſaid of Elimas the ſoꝛceroz, Ad 
x3, Io, That they are full of all ſubtilty, & etec 
mies to all righteouſneſs, who never yet kr 
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they never yet truly re pented themſelves of am 

one ſin at all but that thep are Cill in þ gall dt 

bitterneſe, and in thebond of iniquity : Fo2lgin; 
| re? 


Chriſts fiſt Sermon, 
pzentance is a continued ac , anda grace that 
uſt hade its daily operation, as faith and love 
Putt continue, ſo muſt repentance : when once 
be rocky beart of a ſinner is ſmitten bo God, 
water of repentance will continaally flow, 
Meere repentance cannot content themſelbes 
{th one act oz two of repentance:vnt they mut 
THi(ly renew their repentance : fo un will re- 
elo, ſo mult repentance : renewed (ins mut 
de renewed Repentance, till we have done 
Wing (and that will not be till we ha bs done 
iding) we muſt not have done repenting: it 
Tere be a leak in the (hip, the Mater muff he 
cegumpt out, elle the Chip is in danger of ſinking- 
ihe are teaking befſels all of us, pea the delf of 
14; an leaks in daily, and is renewen daily, and 
®here mult be ihe pump of repentance to carry 
Mt out daily. elſe our ſonls will be in danger of 
king. And koz the other (0zt who think they 
ed no repentance, they are pure mozal honeſt 
nen, who Live in a courſe of cibility, and take 
heir x ennp to be as white as any others, theſe 
Ie as good as the beſt, and thorefo;e habe no 
"Fited to de any better: they are not deſperately 
*Tvicked as manp are, thep are no blaſphemers, 
m0 dznakards,they go to Church and give eve- 
n man his dae, and ars loving to their Neigh- 
028, and what needs any moze. Its trne,thefs 
I hings are neceſſary, 4 are required in a Chil 
. tan ; 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
ſtian ; but pet cibilitp without lanalty at tj 
beſt is but guided Atheiſm : mozality.+ ſet 11 


ing vettues are but guilped ſlag and gliltoriſts 


abominations: the Aozd ſeeth manp a roftug 
baſe;ftinking heart under a civil coat. Af ci 
lity and moꝛality wauld bave ſerved the tut t 
then the B barilees would ha be gone to bes 0 
befoze any other : they were grey - 
were no (wearers, nz dzunkards „ they pYrr 
tythes, and gave aims, and pzayed often · 0 
carried themſelves ſo erad in the wald, that 
-wos thopgbt that if-but two men in the wozhoin 
chdald go to heaben a Scribe opld be one:aFiſe 
hartes the other. But what ſaith Chꝛiſt ſuch 
Mat. 5. 10. Exce r r ighteouſqeſs exceed tent 
righteou neb Shes & Phar: ſces ye uot | 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven: Andy wh 
their righteouſneſs. far exceeded the rights! 
ne(s of all dur moꝛal honeſt men. Let a man! * 
never lo honeſt in qutward appearance, let Mein 
carriage and hehabiour be never la ſpecions ah n 
planſible in the ert of the woꝛld, let him be ue r 
vet ſo exact and iat. in his dealings with r 5 
pet il be be net. tnewed in tbe Spirit of | 
mind, de is eber the bett gt this. At be. *% 
not a ſandilled Chꝛiſtian, the moꝛd ok truth't Fiſt. 
ver as pet came N ga to his ſoul, in the ou 3 
of it:bs is #if{ ifithe Gate of nature, and lit bet 
out Gad, 3 43 pet! far from repentance x (a 
tion. 
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Chi iſts firſt cer won? 
b h Fad then there is a third\ozt of impenitents, 
d they are ſoch as are condinced of che necel- 
ok repentance , but they do not think it a 
me now to-repent : they believe they muſt res 
nt-bat all in good time, thete's no haſt of it 
„it will be time enough hereafter : at the 
a0 bur of death, when age and ficknefſe is upon 
thhem : and they think it a thing of nothing to 
ent, they tan do it when they liſt, it's. done 
A 11 a wet Fnger, there needs no moze but to 

„ Lord have mercy upon me, when thep ate 
0 ing out of the woz1d, this is the general dil⸗ 
aſe with lobich moſt men ate infeded. But let 
ach men know, that it is a hard matter to te⸗ 
ent, and Sin is dety powerful: and it they de 
Mot ſeek to get it ſubdued in the frength of 
L.. heir da2s, it Will be too bard foz them at the 
aſt, fo2 although men grow-weaker and weak- 
c, pet ſin grows ſtronger and fronger : and 
ing as we (av, bꝛed in the bone, nurſed up 
"ns in our youthful days, it willnot-eaſfly 
be rooted out of the fit ſb. Can the Biackamoore 
Wange his «kin, or the Leopard. his ſpots ? Jer. 
of 23. Po thep cannot: no moze can thop that 
Ine aeculfrmen to do evil, leave it when they 
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f ropatifacite be a thing lo caſte, hob is it 
f "or manp who ſonght after it could never oby 
, in it? How many are there that have roaced 
and 
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. Cirifts firſt Sermon: 
and cried in the bitterneſe of their ſouls, at 
the hozroꝛ of their conſciences , that they cou 
not tepent. O that I could repent, O that i 
hard heart would break in pieces. This bath | 
the cries of many, It is not in the patwer 
man to repent when be pleaſes, doth God git 1i 
us ſpace to repent now, it may bs he will r 
do it to mozrow 3; a man by nature as he cam 
of himſelt: ſo he bath no inclination of þir 

to Repentance: Repentance ifs a heart-wozk 
circamciling of the heart, and caſting off ſin o 
of the ſonl, which indeed will make the hea 
to bled : which thing no natural man is eit 
willing oz able to do, Mortifie (ſaith the Ax 
fe, Col. 3. 5.) your members which are upt 
earth: which thing ſuits not with a natur 
man. Let no man then put off Repentanc 
upon ſnch fooliſh wicked thonghts as theſe, tt 
Repeontance is an eaſie wozk, which a man m 
perfozm when he pleaſes: (ach ſnful thongh 
as theſc will deceive pon: Thon that wilt : 
repent now thou mapeſt, when thou would 
it may be thou (halt not be permitted: you tl 
will not repent when God gives (pace , bo 
juſtly map he when thou wouldeſt,deny it tt 
becauſe when it was offered to the t bon ref 
ſedf, Ezek. 24. 13. Becauſe I would have pu 
ged thee & thou waſt not purged, thou ſhales 
be purged from thy filthineſs,Gaith the Lordith | 
atk Zn long 


| Chriſts firſt cerwen. b 
did longer men live in ſin, the ſtronger will rx 
ll grow in them: be that will not leave fin when 
de is young, will hardly leabe it when be is old. 
t is ſaid of wicked men, in Job 20. 11. Their 
r ¶ bones are full of the (ins of tneir youth, which 
lie down with them in the duſt, Rot $ mens ſins 
id are buried with them in their graves , foz then 
they might be happy , bat that thep continue 
with them till death, pe after death. Panp & 
2K] time and often bath the Loꝛzd Rood at the doc; 
| of of mens Conſciences, and knocked to come in, 
ea Rev. 3. 20. Behold I ftand at the door & knock, 
ich (ſaith Ch2iſt) O do not let God wait long , he 
Ipq bath waited a long time already to be gracious 
upd unto thee, Iſa, 30. 18. Do not give the devil þ 
ud pzime and ſtrength sf your days, and then 
neh think fo ſerbe Ood in pour old age: You do not 
thy leave Sin in this,but Sin leaves pon: you habe 
not the rength and power to Din then as pon” 
ghd habe had, bat fill pour bearts are as bad as 
ever they were, then put not off pour repens 
dq tance till ſickneCe comes, DPappy, pea thzice- 
happy fs that man, and bleſſed ſhall hs be, that 
Au the time of his youth & bealth farniches his 
a heart and ſoul with comfozts againſt the evil 
ey day: happy is that ſoul, who when age and ek 
pu nefſe comes, is ſo fitted fo death by repentance, 
ng that when death comes bo hath nothing elſe to 
do but to dye. Be perſwaded then to —_ be- 
: times 
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Curiſts firſt Sermon. 
times befqze you go hence and be no moze ln: n 
there is no time ours but the pꝛeſent time, 17 10 
do not know whether we ſhall live another day, ad 
another night: many that are in health one day zn 
are bzonght to their graves the nert. Our lif*þg@; 
(ſaith ©. James) is but a vapour that appearecliſgyy 
tor a little time, ſam. 4 14. we ate no (@ner boznj py 
but wos beg in to die. Put not pour ſouls off then 
from dap to dap, he that's unfit oꝛ unwilling taſ of 
Repent to da, will be ſo to mozrow: t herefoze { 
ſcek the Lord while he may be four d, IIa. 5 5.6 hu 
There is a time when God will not be found :| 
Prov. 1. 24. to ver. 30.ſaithGod,B B:cauſe I called 
and ye teluſed, & ſet at naught all my counſe] & hi. 


yon, then ſhal ye cal on me, bu: Iwill not anſwer get 
they ſhall ſeek me early, but ſhall not find me: o 55 
that they hated knowledge, & did not chute theſ qt 
fear of the Lord, therefore ſha! they eat the fruit] uc 


of their ways, & be filled with their own device ty; 


There is a time when mercy map be bad; but if kne 
we ncglec that time, it will not be recovered 
again though it be ſought foz with Tears: there]: 
is a time, when with ths wiſe Uirgins we may 
enter into the wedding, but if we take not that 
time, we map with the fool ich ones have p doo! 
hut againſt us, Mat. 25. Then ma? we knock 

and!” 
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Chrifts firſt Sermon, 
ind tall, and erp; Lord; Lord, open to vs: but the 


1070 ſhall ſap unto us, I kdow you net. The 


ay, oy Wto21b had a long time of Repentance, a 


hund ꝛed and twenty pears did Noab pzeach res 
entice ts them, and et the» Repented not: 
'$uftheNinivices they had but a ſhoꝛt time given 


20} gem but koꝛty buys, and pet thep repented: they 
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God is not bound ta wait mans Leaſute, the 
tout is hut a tenant at'willl, and may ſuddainſy 


: of Gods patience ſhined upon them. 
2 
4 


[| $6ttitoed out of does; and when pon lie upen 


your ek beds, the Lozd may fill vour hearts 


\ with ſuch fears, ſas may make your conſciences 
aſtogeter del pair ol mercy. God ſent you his 


ſervants carly and late, in ſeaſon and ont of ſeas 
ſon, fo invite pan to Repent but yon will re- 
pent pou ſap hervafter, yon will it you can, you 
dope Cod will wok it in pou! i What ground 
dude por of this hope? hath God made vou anp 
ſuch pꝛomile '2: thou canſt not dzaty out the 
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i 
ed 
14” 
ay 
at 
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thꝛe d of thy Life one minute, foz onght thou 
knoweſft this map be thy laſt dap, the ten ders 
of mercy, and the offers of gre are at an end 
when chp Lift ends, ik dot befoze : pon know 
that time and tive ſtaps no mans Leaſare: eve- 
ty one is ſo Mile as to take time and tide fo 
wozlbly affairs, will any man be ſoſottiſh as to 
deker the time ok his ſowing till harveſt 7 men 
C wil 
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U riiis firſt Sermon. 
will not be carrying ont ok dung, when £ 
Gould be fetching in of Conn:no; they will d 
patch thole things fr which are d mat nee 
fity. And is tdere any thing ol mode necollit 
than the lal vation of your ſonls: will our ſoul 
'be ſaved without tepentance: oz can you rep 
when pon will? Fut pon will lap, pon are pon 
und thersfoze may be bozn with a while , wh 
is the devils dtvinitp :- fo2 poung men hade 
moꝛe [ibertpallofed them ta dn, oz to put 
Repentance-thanbld men habe; it's the debi 
policy to infuſe this inte thp:bzains that he 1 
enſnare the. It was the commendation of Ti 
-mothy,that-from a child he had knows the hs 
"Scriptures; I Tim. 1 .Poung ſaints ſap ſoms, nas 
not the wozd of God, pꝛode old Devils : but f n 
am ſure it is a rare thing to ſe an old finn if 
'become a young Saint, When the devil and ſiſ at 
Heath fomgedtt in your ſoula, yea, toꝛanni ed boi 

«over ſoul '+-bodp fo; thirty oz fozty pears tog 
ther. do pou: think then that a little groaning 
tr ping, Lord have mercy upon me, will be abl{ 5 
to diſpoſſeſs him at the laſt, he having goten (a 
Ar ong a foting in pour ſoul tobe beaten out 
hisgna: ters ſotaſily: Pe that will not remem 
berGod vw hene is young'+ living, it is gras 
do be feared God will be namindful of-biml get 
wyen is old and dying. Therefoze onee mog 9. 
Fbeſreth-pou en the bowels of Chzift, (pe&dily-- 


% 


KITT 


626 628 — 


* | Chrifts firſt Sermon, | 
v to (et about the ok et Repentance, leſt when 
Mi is too late pou Repent, wie p, and mourn, that 
ren repented not bofoze. Do not ſap of Repen- 
WY tance as Felix (pake to Paul, thou wilt Repenr 
"when thou art at better leiſure,another time ſhall 
pon ſerve thy turn 2 it may be thou m8-eſt not live 
a toanother time, 92 if thou doeſt, thy heart map 
"I then be 8s hard, ik not harder thay now it is. 
| Mould pou not in the dap of the Lozd be in a 
wo2zle condition than beathens o2 infivels are? 
ThenKepent. Would pon not when pou are 
aead he in a wozſe condition than toads oz ſer⸗ 
pents - then repent. | | 
At may be ſaid of ebecy impenitent Nnner, 
ws Ch2iCt ſaid of Judas in the 29 of Matthew; 
und the 24 verſ. It had been good for that man 
if he had never been born, Peathens in the dap 
tr Judgement ſhall be in a better condition than 
{mpenitent Chziſtians, foz they halt have the 
{4Cer condemnation, becanſe of their ignozance, 
wo it may be would have done better if they 
M had known moze. It hall be more tollerable 
I /ſaith our Daviour) for Sodom and Gomotah 
in the day of judgement, then for thou Caperna- 
1 um ; Thon Fagland that art exalted up to hea- 
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him 1eft thon be not thzown down to hell in Goſpel- 

©) bengeanes. 

7: Jſhonldnow ſhew pou the lets that bin- 
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ben in Goſpel-mercies : take heed and beware 
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Chrifts fitſt Cermon. 
der men from” RNepentante urand lo —— | 
vour to remove them '2'but 1 thall” one 
name them; and ſo conrlude with om 
Motides $0 Nir von up to Nepentance. Ny 
the lets tbat keep men ock from Repentan 
are either ktm Sin and Watun; oz elſe from 
vnr' ſetvep*ahd the Mozlo : the Devil per; 
ſwades inen that repentanee is a needleſs wo 
and men nerd not froublethemſelbes' with: 
foz thoſs that hath! ozdatned to live tha 
be ſaved ; let them Live never (o'looſelp:: an 
thoſe that he hath appo irt ed to Misth (hall ty b 
damned, let them Repent never ſa much. Bal c. 
to remove this let out ofthe way, know this { c 
that all thofe, that God hath oꝛdained to ſal va L 
tion ,, hall firſt oz la? ;:: moze oz leſſe, iy d. 
bꝛougbt to imbꝛace the meane. Intbe 13 of tl 
the AAs and the 48. as many as were ordinal de 
to eternal liſe, believed. Gad hath jopned the dz 
end andthe means together, and curſed: 10 

that dares to ſeperate them: Sulvatton withduf fr! 
Repentarnce is impollible: withant holint nu of 
man ſhall ſee God, Heb..5.19,' @ſecond way U li 
which the Devil keeps men off from Repen i 
tante, üs Gods inercy? Bed is neviiful - ſaith tic 


the De vil bis merc is uber all big works an B 
he that inade vou wil t not damn pon, vun ner it 
not fear it: True it is, even to wicked men la 
is mercikul' but tete are but mercies on le (pt 


gan 
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Chriſts-fitft'S2rmon. 
des, hand, common mer ties, its a mercy to men that, 
v1þ! thep live, tts a merty we were not bozn mon⸗ 
few! fers:;-and its a mercp/to habe out ward enjop⸗ 


Row ments, but what are theſe to the peculiar mer⸗ 
nes] cies of God „It was a good ſpeech of a gods. 
ron man, (aith he, He that made tbee without thees- | 


| ditch. and will do no moze ta came out but cry, 
God help me, thou maiſt lie and periſh. Þ do 
not dare to go on iu ſin, becanſe.Gop is merci 
u ful, (hall we fin(ſaith St. Paul) that grace may as 
bound: no, God forbid. J dare not, ſaith a gras 
tious heart: if eber vou would partake of mers 
cy, you muſt de part from iniquity, 2 Tim. 2.19. 
Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart from in quĩty. J dare boldly ſap, that if all 
of the clondsof heaven Gould continnally ſbowre 
na] down mercy, there would not ſomach as one 
thy dꝛop fall upon any impenitent perſon. 
obd Thirdlp, the Devil Labo2s to keep men off 
buf from Kepentance, by bzinging them to diſpair 
Aol mercy, if he cannot wozk men info pꝛeſump⸗ 
'bj*tton by the conſtderation of Gods mercies, he 
en will do what he can to bz ing them into deſpera- 
tion, by telling them that mercy is out of date. 


er it cannot be too ſoon to Repent,ſo its never too 
late to Repent, better once than neber. J do not 
ſpeak this that any Chould neale& td Repent by- 


C 3 timcs, 


of 
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vill not ſive thee without thee? if thou art in | 


But let not this binder thy Repentance, foz as 
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as things that war againff the Sonl. Mortifie 
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Ctriſts fitſt Sermon. 
times, but that nons ould over deſpair of met 
cp, thereb? be hinvzed from this duty of Koah1 
pentance A ſerond let that hinders repentancej{6c 
is the woꝛld, the luſts of the fleſh, and the p2ideJtogt 
of life, the pleaſores and p2eferments of thesen 
Wozld: theſe fight againſt the ſpirit , and ref 
the work of Repentance : UolnaptaouſneCe and 
D;nnkenneſs unfits men fozRepentance,there: 
foze theſe muſt be abſta ined from (1 Pet. 2.11) 


hal 
thy 
wor 
10 
ſha] 
therefo (faith þ Apoſtle) your members which| dec 
are upon ear tit, ſornication, uncleanneſs, &c. Col. ade 
3.3.theſe muſt be moꝛtilled. And then a third let ſel 
that keeps men from Repen tance is fin:ſin hath 10! 
ſuch a commanding power over the ſouls of un. ro 
Le 
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fin 
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regenerated perſons,So that (as it is Rom 6.10) 
they give tdemſelves over as ſervants to fin, & to 
uncleanne(s.. Ot hen fo; the L07ds ſake, avoid 
all oceaſions of fin. Let not fn therefore Reign 
in your mortal bodies that you (he'11d obey it in 
the luſſs thereof: neither yeild you your mes 
bers as inſtrumenis of unrighteonfneſs unto (in, 
but yield your felves unto God, as inftrumerts of 
Rightuouſneſe, Rom. 6. 12, 13, Verſe, D that 
J could pzevail with ou, and that the Koꝛd 
would perlwade pour hearts of the dzcadful.and 
dolekul condition of all impenitent Sinners. 
Canſider then J'befeech von in the fear of the 
Tod thoſe following conſiderations : and fi lf 

8 8 of 


— one 


all know this, pon that live in lobe of Sin 
live in the þatred of God : foz the love of 


beldivel! with God,Ptal. 15. laith David, Lord who 
att ſhall ab de in thy Taberaacle,who ſhall dwell in 
thy holy bill „ He that waketh upgightly and 

{worketh Righte euſneſs. And the A pak le (aith, 

)[z Cor, 6. 9. Know ye not that the unrighteous 

ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God - Be not 
deceived neither fornicators, ror idolatets, nor 

adulterers, nor e ffeminate, nor abuſers ofthem- 

ſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 

th [nor drunkards nor Revilers, nor extortioners, 

ns | hall inherit the Kingdom of God: & PIa. 97. Ve 

2) | that love the Lord hate evil. Alſo 2 Tim, 2.19. 

o | Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 

d | depart from iniquity. Secondly, all thoſe that 

n | fin, oz are under the power and command of 

1 ia, are of the debil, for he that commit: ſin(ſaith 

„St. John) is of the devil, John 3. 9. And is it not 
3 

f 

' 

| 


a ſav thing to be under the power of the devil ? 
Every wicked man is the devils flave , and bs 
doth the devils dzudgery : where eder ſin is in 
the love of it, there is alſo the devil: the dedil 
keops court in wicked mens hearts. Thirdly, 
ſin is the high-wap to deffruction, 1s not deſtru⸗ 
Aion te the wicked ? ſaith Job, chap. 31 3 Ves, 


C 4 ers 


2 


nee od and the lobe of An cannot poſſibly dwell 
2 ideſtogether, and they that dwell init ſhall. never ' 


I it is: And a ſtrange puniſkment te. ine work⸗ 


SO — 


th 6 0 
| — MW 


_. . Chiiſty' fi: ſt Sermors; 
ers of in quity, Fovrtbly and laſtly, fn bzonabtil 
wꝛath and condemnation upon the loul: Ife 
live altet the fleſh ye ſhall dye, Rom. 8 13. J 


wicked ſhall be turned itto hel, and all the n 


tions that frget Gol, P 2. 9. 17: Thele thing 
being conſidered x ſerionflp taken to heart, me⸗ 
thinks ſhould not only awaken Dinners ont of 
tetr lle py ſecurity , but alſo pzovoke them to 
repentance.And then thece is another tet which 
hinders men from Repenitance: ap is in them⸗ n 
lel ves, which is of all other the greateſk lettfos 
did notour oton baſe hearts deccive us ß devil 
the woꝛld, and Sin, could never hinder us from 
coming to God b)Repentance:+x theſe lets from 
our ſel ves are either fcom ignoꝛance o hardneſ⸗ 
of heart, Eph. 43. 18. Men, Laith the Apoſtie, 
through the iganrance that is in them, & through 
the hardnef: of their hearts being paſt feeling, 
have given themſelves over unto lafcivi»uſneſs,& 
to work all unc eanneſs with greedinefs, Janos 
rance muff ned be a great let to repentance no 
wonder when men know not the danger of fin, 
no; þ neceſſity of Repentance þ they live in lin, 
never come to Repentance;” who is there that 
ſeeks foz-p he knoweth not of: if impenitent ſin⸗ 
ners did but know what a dangezcas condition 
they were in w;thout Kepentance ,- they wonld 
never ſuffer their epes to flerp,no? their epolids 
to ſlumber, beloze they had made their peace 
with 


Chrifts firſt Sermon. 


bi] with God by Kepentance:D then fo2 the Lozds 


ſake get acquaintance with God, and learn to 
know: what an odious thing ſin i, Job 22.21, Ac- 
quaint not thy ſelf with God, and be at peace, 
there by go) ſhall come upon thee, there by thoy 
maiſt be bzonght toRepentance. Then ſecondly, 
there's in ng bardnels of hears Which hinders 
the wor k of Repentance: it is (aid of Zedekiah, 
z+ hron.36:1-3.That hs hargdnes h's heart that he 


might not return to the Lord his God, And this 


hardneſs ol heart is very lamentable,becauſe all 
the means which God ules to ſoften, w52k not 
upon it at all: And Pharaoh hardned his heart, 
& wouJd rot let the children of Iſrael go, Exp. &, 
32 all þ ſoze judgmonts of God upon him could 
not pꝛebau with his hard heart, he wonld nag 
let them go: ſo wicked men whoſe bearts arg 
hardned, they wil not let their fins go, neither 
the ſudgements, noz the mercies of God will 
prevail with wicked men to turn them from 
their fins, Amos 4-1 2.ſaith God, hough I have 
ent amor g you judg ment upon judgment, plague 
famine and noĩſome beaſts, yet have yon not te- 
turned unto me. Thert foze Iheſœch vou, in lobe 
to your pooʒ ſouls, that by pꝛaper pop would beg 
of God to give you ſoftned hearts, that may 
melt and tremble at the wind ofGod,leff by go⸗ 
ing on in vou ius, pe bzina upon pour felbes 
wilt deftruction.; And lo J come to Stde. 
2 oms 
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 Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
F {ome means and motives to ir vou up fo Ne- 1 
pentance, and ſo J hall conclude. L. 
Tbhpe ür and principal means of working vit 
| repentance where it is not is the woꝛd of Go 
Mat. 5. 17. And Jeſus began to preach, & to ſay, iti 
Repeut for the Kingdome of Heaven is at hand. tut 
Cbꝛicts ur Sermon was a Sermon of Re pen lie 
tance, therefoze if eber pon wondd Repent ot e. 
pour ſins, attend upon the woꝛd of God. Mbat et tt 
8 wokul ſad condition are thoſe in that want 1 bar 
wozd of God: What the Pzeacher ſaid, Ecclei. the. 
IT, 6. In the morning (ſaith he) ſow th / ſeed, & ö 
in the evening withhold not thy hand: ſo ſap J of ſunte 
hearing the woꝛd of God: Year it in the mozns [goo 
ing and hear it in the afternoon ; hear it on the G0. 
Toꝛes⸗day and bear it in the week-da»,take all [The 
oppoꝛtunities of hearing the wozd of God. wit 
And then a ſecond help is to conſſder the the 
noun?ſs and power of God, his almightp, and ſof C 
is at{-feeing eye;conſider God ſees and knows ig 
all thy ways, and is able to punifh thee fo; all Rep 
thy dus; if men were but convinced of this din 
truth , they darft not fn ſo boldſp as they do. nν 
Bat J paſs by this to give pon ſome few Ebi⸗ [ker 
dences of the truth of Repentance, and they ats fu 
dziell theſe, ty of 
Fi ſt. the (ou! that hath truly Repented is ve» |p © 
xp carefylto avoid even the occaſion of (in, and ud þ 
kepe himſelf at adiſtance both from in and _ nd n 
; ners, 
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Chriſts firft Sermon. 
rs, be will difpenſe: with no fin at all. but wi 
in as Ephraim did, What have | to do any more 
[wich ſin: And ſecondly, he that is trulp turned 
om Sin unto God , will endeavour to turn 
/\|others allo: he is not content that he himſelf is 
turned to God but he will dzaw others to God 
- !|gifo, Thirdly, de that hath truly Repented is ve⸗ 
ty taretal to farniſh himſelf againT tbe aſſaults 
ef the devil; The word(ſaith D vid,P(.r1rg.11,) 
t bare I bid in my heart, $ I might not fin againft 
l. thee. A trueRerentant treaſures up the wo2d of 
God in bis beart, and walks worthy of the Lord 
df [unto all well-pleafing, being fruitful unto every 
good work, and encreafing in the knowledge of 
„%, Col. 1. 0. Chep do it, as it is in Pl.119,2y, 
They keep the teſtimony of God, and ſeek him 
with their whole heart: thep alſo do no iniquith, 
e |the walk in his ways:their delight is in the law 
d |of God, and in his law they . day & 
08 [nighe, Pſal, 1. 2. Fonrthly; at hath truly 
|Kepentcd , is full of indignation again 
is din, and turns Sin quite ut of dozs he cannot 
. [endure the Cght of it. Fifthly, he that bath truly 
4\kerented, is full of fear, he is filled with an 
s|\wful, Reverential, and filial fear of the Pajes 
ty of God. and he is afraid of diſpleaſing God 
py Sin. Sirthly, a true peùitent is full of holp 
1nd heavenly dellres: he deſires moze of God, 
: nd moze ac guaintance with the ways of God, 
z moze 
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God y O bow do I lovethy Lax? ſaith Dwid u 


Chriſt's firſt Sermon. 
moze communion with God in D2dinances 
Sebenthly, true penitents are bero jealous fo; 


the 119 Pſalm. A godly man cannot endug 
to lee God diſhonoured: as it is (aid of tot ini 
2. Of peter 2. 8. He vexed his Righteousſot 
from dav to day with the r unlawful deeds. £ 
then laſtl”, where true Kepentance is w2ought| 
it will wo2k a holy. change in the ſoul : at 
whereas lin was fozmerly delighted in, the tri 
Menitent hath it in indignation : thep wall no 
only turn ſin aut of doo2s, but alſo are rea 
to cut it in pieces as it were: true penitent 
habe a feeling on their hes: ts foz (in, and wil 
loath themſelves: foz the evil of thejic ways. Il] 
is a hard thing foz a man to loath himſelf: ebe⸗ d 
ry man naturally leves himſelf, tut true pr, 
nitents loath and abhoz themſelves as Job did] 'by 
A Repentant epefees matter enough in himſelf . 
of (elf abhozrente: Repentance lets us ſet 
what back dellled creatures we are by nature 
Eze k. 20.43. You ſhell remember your way? 
(ſaith the Lozd) and ſhall loath your ſelves in 
your. own light, And lo much fo2 the E vivence 
of. Nepentance. N 42 
Is it lo then, that Repentance is (9 abſolutel 
nectſſary to lalbat ion and that there is a gredl 
danger in putting it off from dap to dap : At 
that a fick hed Repentance is no Kepentance, o: 
; 
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Chrifts firſt Sermon, 
af tnidft-bat-afckl» Repentatied t bow highly 
then doth it contern every one of us, even to 
u day;while it is called fo day, to begin our Res 
in] pentance,. and not only to begin, but to perſe- 
dere in it to thi end of our days ? Let thetime 
paſt of our libesfufice us to habe wzonght..cur 
own wills, and to have walked in our own 


wars: and . fe! ns: reſolve bz the time to 


come to l ide unto God, and be not weary, 'foz 
in due ſeaſon thou ſhalt reap. if thou fatnt not. 
| Pake Repentance tho daily wozk, that ſo thy 
peace may be made with God, and when thou 
comeſt to bye, thou mapeſt habe nothing eiſe to 
do but to dye. Me that labours not to kill ſin 


bp Hepentance in his life, will be very maflt to 


dye when death comes, death is onely welcome 
to a gracious penitent ſoul: thep are not fit to 
dye, in whom ſin is not killed by Ne pentance: 
they ha ve done nothing of that woꝛk which Gov 
| ſent them into the world to da, that have not 
Repented:Repentance wer tens our lives, and 
takes atvay the bitterneſs of death, ano onelp 
to penitent ſinners is mercy pzomiſed. Conlider 
there is an abſolnte neceſſity of Repentance, we 
cannot be ſaved unleſs we Repent : Except ye 
Repent ( aith Chziſt) ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſh, Luke 13, 3. Conſider alſo thy life is but 
Gozt : thon haſt but a little time to Live in the 
wozld, thou haſt need to beſtir thp ſelf then, and 

to 
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te husband thy time to the bett 


rofthy 
I will be ia : 


foul, thy pzecious and immoztal 


danger of hell fixe, if thou -Repevnt not: re- 
Be 


te, no ſalvation: & if thou 
peut thie here of ins, thou wilt ſurely to thp tas - 
Repent the bereafter in bell foz thy neglect of] 
Repentance:thou wilt then curſe the day i her⸗ Ar 
tn thou dideſt deſpiſe Repentence : then if ther! I. 
be any love in tbe to thy ;2ecions:ſonl, what e ty 
ver thou vdoeſt, Repent. Conſider alfo the end ai 1 
which Ch:ift came into the wozld, Mar. 9.13;]- 1 
] came (ſaith Chzi&) to call ſinners to Repens| N 
cance. Be zealons therefoze and Repent: and a: N 
lohn ſaith, Mat. 3.8. Let ns all labour to bring] 
forth fruit meet for Repentance, Now the L 
Wozk theſe truths upon your Hearts , and the] 7 
Lozd give every one of as:repentance unto like, 5 
Repentance never to beKRepentedaf : Which| 
the Lozdofhis inflaite mercy grant unto us all, 
To whom be glozp and honoz foz ever. Amen, 
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— A gert motive to Repentane. 
2 n 

— 16 e Glaſs doth run, the Clock doth ges 
. Awake from ſin, why ſleep you ſoß 
eel {in fin ſleep not ſecurely fill, 1 
ee] Leaft thou by Sin thy Soul doſt kill : 2 


 &| While thou haſt time dò not delay, 

tn Defer not off from day to day: 

| Thou art not ſure to tarry here, 

No not one quarter of a year: - 

No not one week, nor yet one day, 
One hour thou art not ſure to ſtay: 
Thou haſt not ſpace in thine own power 
To live one minate of an hour : 

See then the preſent time thou take, 
Thy peace with Sod in time to make , 
Keep faith and true Repentance ſtill, 
And then let death come when it will; 
Thou art prepared for te aye, 
Aud thou alt livegternally, 
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Cont "OUS Reader,” 
it Thi is lately publiſhed an excellent 
'S profitable Sermon, ea led, The) Chriſßi 
Bleed Choice, | Likewiſe, Chr iſts fir ſt Seri . 
Alſo Chr iſts ſaſt Sermon: And. che Chriſtian 
Garment. Alſo Heavens — end Hells u 
ror. And a warning: piece to Slothful, 
Careleſs, Drunken, and ſccure Ones of. theſ 
and worſt of t ies. Allo. the School of Gre 
Very godly were ate but 8 Peace pri 
| » 07 
1202 r R 1:1) wat 

I. Englands Faithful. Ph ſiciag. of en 

2. The dreagfal charactck of: a Drunkard: 

3. Dooms day t hand. 

4. The Fathers laſt Bleſſing, cabs Chile 

5. The Black Book of Conſęience. 

6. The ſin of pride arraigned and condet 

7. peters Ser mo of Repęntagce. 

8. The plain Mans Plaig-Pathway to bean 

9. Death Triumphant. 

Io. The Charitable Chriſſlan. 

All theſe Books written by John Hart Dr 
Divinity, are to be ſould bound together in 
Volume, or ſingle, as you pleaſe ': By Elix. 
Are in Weſt-Smith-field- Rounds. 

All veryneceſfary for theſe licentious tin 
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